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Equipment needed:

1 - 8 inch length of 18 gauge wire (usually found in floral supplies)

1 – 20 inches of leather lacing, cut 10”, 5”, 5”

20 – pony beads

96 – rondell beads

19 – spaghetti beads

17 – 1 inch long safety pins

Plastic lacing or split key ring, (optional)

1. Thread each safety pin as shown:

Set aside until needed.

2. Take wire and one 5” leather lacing – Bend wire end around center of lacing to secure.

3. With the open end of the 8” wire in hand, thread on 3 rondell beads, 1 spaghetti bead, 3 rondell beads. Push up to leather lacing end.

4. Now, thread end of 1 safety pin followed by 1 rondell bead, 1 safety pin, 1 rondell bead, 1 safety pin, 1 rondell bead, and continue this procedure until all safety pins have been used.

5. To finish, add 3 rondell beads, 1 spaghetti bead, and 3 rondell beads.

6. Take this end of wire and bend around the other 5” leather lacing to secure all safety pins and beads into place. Bend the wire around into a horseshoe shape.

7. On each end of the 5” leather lacing, add 1 pony bead and tie a knot to secure.

8. With the 10” leather lacing, tie a knot in one end. Now thread lacing through head end of safety pin. Add 1 pony bead. Thread through head of next safety pin, add 1 pony bead, safety pin, 1 pony bead, continue this procedure until all pins are threaded.

Note: As you are threading the safety pins and pony beads, the headdress will start to curve in a natural horseshoe shape.

9. Be sure all safety pins and pony beads are as tight as possible before typing end of lacing.

10. Your pins and beads should now resemble a headdress and stand three dimensionally on table.

11. To finish headdress, take either leather lacing or plastic lacing to make the necklace. Bring through 9th pin and thread on 3 pony beads. Tie knot in end.

12. It can be made into a neckerchief slide by taking a key ring and bring it up through the 3rd and  4th pins on each side of headdress. Feed the ends of your neckerchief through the top of the ring and pull the headdress up to secure it around the neckerchief.

Note: Loose leaf binder rings work great. They can be purchased at Office Depot or any office supply. Each headdress takes on its own personality with various colors of beads and your imagination! The headdress can also be made smaller by using the smaller pins and the rondell beads only. Try it. They can even be made into earrings for the ladies.

Typed using page 22 from Mississippi Dream’n Pow Wow Book, 1995

SAFETY PIN INDIAN HEADDRESS 

(using Kathy Leu’s red, white, blue Indian headdress as sample)

My slide had a few more beads:

28 – pony beads (12 red opaque, 12 blue opaque, 4 white opaque)

96 – rondell beads (37 red, 21 clear, 38 blue)

19 – spaghetti beads (17 white opaque, 2 gold)

17 – 1 inch long safety pins

(Refer to original directions. Below are the steps where I have specified the colors of the beads.)

1. Thread each safety pin as shown:


Set aside until needed.

3. With the open end of the 8” wire in hand, thread on 3 rondell beads (blue, clear, red), 1 gold spaghetti bead, 3 rondell beads (blue, clear, red).  Push up to leather lacing end.

4. Now, thread end of 1 safety pin followed by 1 red rondell bead, 1 safety pin, 1 red rondell bead, 1 safety pin, 1 red rondell bead, and continue this procedure until all safety pins have been used.

5. To finish, add 3 rondell beads (red, clear, blue), 1 gold spaghetti bead, and 3 rondell beads (red, clear, blue).

7. On each end of the 5” leather lacing, add 3 pony beads (red, white, blue) and tie a knot to secure.

8. With the 10” leather lacing, tie a knot in one end. Now thread lacing through head end of safety pin. Add 1 blue pony bead. Thread through head of next safety pin, add 1 red pony bead, safety pin, 1 blue pony bead, continue this procedure (alternating red and blue pony beads) until all pins are threaded.

12. For my neckerchief slide, I used a ¾” split ring  using 7th through 11th pins.

HINTS:

1. You can add feathers to the ends of the 4 ends of  the 5”  leather lacings.

2. Make a solid color neckerchief slide – all rondell beads, spaghetti beads, pony beads will be of the same color.

3. Instead of 5” leather lacings, use longer ones to make that part longer and add more beads or feathers.

4. As the instructions stated, use your imagination!
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